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Karin F Nevius, Editor
Victoria A. Montavon
University Librarian
Wilkinson Wright Receives WSU Honorary Degree
Mr. G. Wilkinson "Wick" Wright, grand-nephew of Wilbur and Orville
Wright, received the honorary Doctor of Humane Letters at Wright State
University commencement ceremonies on June 12.
Since 1976, Wright State has awarded honorary degrees to individuals to
recognize their outstanding contributions to society. Mr. Wright was
selected for his efforts in preserving Dayton's aviation heritage and for
supporting Wright State through his promotion of the legacy of its famous
namesakes. He was instrumental in the selection of Wright State as the
home of the Wright Brothers Collection, one of the world's most complete
repositories of original documents, memorabilia, and personal photographs
of the Wright Brothers. Wick Wright also serves as a "tireless ambassador"
for drawing aviation enthusiasts and scholars to Wright State to study these
historical items. He has also served as the founder and past president of the
Wright State University Friends of the Libraries and as a past member of the
WSU Foundation.
Wick Wright is
renowned for his role in
assuring Dayton's place






lobbied for the passage
of the Dayton Aviation
Heritage Preservation
Act. He also serves as the
Governor of Ohio's
representative on North
Carolina's First Flight Centennial Commission and is a member of the
Inventing Flight's Board of Trustees for the Miami Valley's celebration of a
century of powered flight. Wick Wright's lifelong involvement with the
Miami Valley has earned him three awards honoring exceptional
volunteerism, most notably the Aviation Trail Award in 1998. He serves on
numerous boards and committees and strives to have aviation history
included in the curriculum of area schools.
WSU President Dr. Kim Goldenberg (left) and Wilkinson
Wick"Wright at commencement.
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Staff Changes
Several Libraries' staff members are
retiring this year: Brenda Combs,
Administrative Services; Sem
Marable Hilliard, Dunbar Circula-
tion/Information Delivery Services;
Norma Jean Pernick, OhioLINK
Processing; Sarah Timmons,
Fordham Health Sciences Library;
and Carol Worman, Collection
Development.
n
Karen Schneider was named Head
of Reference and Instruction for
the Fordham Health Sciences
Library effective July 1, 1999.
n
Sheila Shellabarger returns to
Fordham Library as its Associate
University Librarian in August 1999.
n
Carol Fang joined the Dunbar
Library Reference Staff as Business
Librarian in June 1999.
n
Ray Glenn left Dunbar Circulation
for a teaching position in Florida in
July 1999.
n
Angela Chavez moved to a full-
time Library Technical Assistant
position at Fordham Library.
Chris Nimmer moved to full-time
in Dunbar's IDS/OhioLINK
Processing. Ed Trentman is now
full-time in Dunbar's Circulation
Department.
n
Tammy Bright joined the Library
Computing Services staff as Desktop
and LAN Support Specialist on
July 14, 1999.
Library Student Assistants (from left) Byron Craig, Chris Kuck, and Todd Herderick received Spring
Quarter Library Student Assistant Awards on June 9. Not pictured are Mark Loughridge, Amber
Sowers, and Brandon Unger.
Spring Quarter Student Assistant Awards Distributed
Six students received Spring
Quarter Library Student Assistant








Each student received $400
from a fund contributed by
Libraries' staff and the Friends of
the Libraries.
Eligibility for the awards
requires a 3.0 overall grade point
average or 3.0 for the previous
quarter; one full term of employ-
ment in the Libraries; and strong
recommendation letters from
immediate supervisors and depart-
ment heads.
Library Student Assistant
Awards are presented every fall,
winter, and spring quarter.
Friends' Luncheon focuses on new WSU production
Dr. W Stuart McDowell and Tony Dallas, collaborators on an upcoming
WSU production about the Wright Brothers and Paul Laurence Dunbar,
mesmerized the audience at the 20th annual Friends of the Libraries' author's
luncheon on May 20.
The duo discussed how their latest production, "The Wings of Dreams:
Paul Laurence Dunbar and the Wright Brothers," will be the second install-
ment in a planned musical trilogy about Dayton history. The first segment
of the trilogy was 1997's "1913: A Time of Terror, The Great Dayton
Flood." McDowell said the new play is slated to open in Dayton next year.
McDowell is professor, chair, and artistic director for the WSU Depart-
ment of Theater Arts. Dallas is a well-known playwright from a noted
Yellow Springs theater family with major productions to his credit.
Throughout Dallas' presentation, he read passages from Katharine Wright's
letters, and McDowell explained the little-known facts of Dunbar's musical
success off-Broadway in the 1890s.
Wright State University Friends of the Libraries
Lifetime Members
Milton & Breene Wright
Wilkinson & Marion Wright
Patron Level
Joseph & Florence Coleman
Allan & Nancy Eckert
Edward & Mary Jo Leach
Wilkinson & Marion Wright
Supporting Level
David & Roberta Burnap
L. David Mirkin
Sustaining Level




John & Helen Haddick
Harvey & Virginia Hanson
Martin & Melinda Jenkins
W Thomas & Patricia Koogler




Burton & Alice Saidel
Robert & Elaine Stein
Bette Sydelko
Barbara Winters
Charles & Maef Woods
Family Level
James & Connie Bain
Thomas & Judith Bartsch
Henry Baust
Matthew & Paula Brown
William & JoeAnna Cassel
John & Victoria Ciprian
Ritter & Jean Collett
Donald & LaRita Decker
Lynton & Elizabeth Dudley
John & Rogene Fridrick
Timothy & Tracy Fry
Anton Gardner &
Paul Gardner
James & Betsy Hughes
Kevin & Christina Kampman
Gary & Helen Klein
Marc & Sandra Low
Teresa Mattoon &
Laura Mattoon
Ronald & Sandra Nischwitz
Patrick & Bobbe Nolan
Wayne & Karen Pittman
Peter & Marilyn Raeth
Robert & Hope Rapson
Robert & Sandy Roderick
Robert Smith, Jr. &
Robert Smith III
William & Megan Stoddard
William & Rita Stupak
Donald & Willa Swanson
Gunars & Ieva Veveris
James & Patricia Walker
Jeffrey & Susan Wehmeyer
Joseph & Margaret Wilson

























































































































































































































The Wright Family Fund has
provided a grant of $20,500 for
the publication of the Bishop
Wright Diaries, a project long
anticipated within the Special
Collections & Archives Department
and by Wright Brothers' enthusiasts.
Twelve-hundred pages have
been transcribed from the diaries
written by Bishop Milton Wright
between 1857 and 1917 and
include many references to his
sons, Wilbur and Orville, and
their flight activities.
The book will be published in
one volume and contain a detailed
index to information. Anticipated
availability is December 1999.
Contact the University Libraries
for more information by calling
Special Collections & Archives at
(937) 775-2092.
Historic Dayton photos featured
Friends' Year 2000 Calendar available now
A unique Year 2000 weekly
desk calendar featuring reproduc-
tion of rare photographs and items
from the WSU Special Collections
& Archives is now on sale.
The Friends of the Libraries
financed production of the calen-
dar highlighting collections from
the Special Collections and
Archives. The calendar contains
54 photos from the Wright Broth-
ers, Aviation History, Jane Reece,
local history and other collections.
It is available for $14.95 by calling
(937) 775-2380.
One-hundred percent of sales
benefit the Friends of the Libraries
in their goal of supporting the
WSU Libraries by providing the
best resources and environment
for research and study.
The calendar is the result of
collaboration among the Special
Collections and Archives staff,
Coordinator of Publications and
Public Relations Karin Nevius,
Cindy Leadingham of WSU
Communications & Marketing,
Marvin Christian, and the Mont-
gomery County Historical Society.
Calendar Highlights:
Aviation pioneers Orville Wright
and Amelia Earhart
n
A Civil War portrait of a Yellow
Springs soldier
Jane Reece photograph of the
Dayton Ballet's Schwarz sisters
The 1913 Great Dayton Flood
